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Today’s Call on the Church of Jesus Christ

Text:  Psalm 146:1–10

First, let me express my thanks to the veterans for their service for our 
country. I am a grateful beneficiary of your service and I thank you.

Constance and I are always glad for keeping our connections with Light of 
Christ. We are glad to be here for the Veterans’ Day Celebration with First 
Baptist Church—always a meaningful event.

I had the opportunity for another connection about two weeks ago. Mike 
and Doug Ludeman and I drove up to Greenwich, Connecticut, on a 
Monday for a preaching conference on Tuesday, after which we drove back. 
It was a fun trip. I learned a lot about all things relating to transgender and 
how to back up an 18-wheeler into a narrow space. I can’t remember which 
one of them was talking about which of those, but whoever was talking 
spoke with authority.

Today is a day with several significant preaching points. First of all, there is 
Veterans’ Day, good that this occurs on a Sunday. But that point is covered 
by the celebration that follows. Then there is the story of the widow’s mite. 
Whoever designed the lectionary shrewdly put that right when most 
congregations have their every member canvas. That also is covered 
already.

That leaves me with the Psalm—“I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 
Put not your trust in princes.” This comes within a week of our mid-term 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+146&version=ESV


elections. And that is where I will put my attention—the call of the church 
of Jesus Christ in the midst of our national divisions and extreme 
adversarial atmosphere. I believe in the power of the Church to be the 
major healing force in this divided nation. I hope to show how.

This is not about politics—opinions on gun controls, or issues related to 
immigration. This is a sermon in a church. What does it mean for us to 
keep our praises for the one true God and to not put our trust in princes? 

Let me add a footnote here. I always had an ambiguous reaction to the 
sermon preparation of Mike’s predecessor—that corporate lawyer who 
would have his sermons written by Thursday and typed! I don’t know how 
Jeff did it. I rely on the drive Sunday morning to church for my final 
touches. But not this one. This sermon was finished by Tuesday afternoon
—before the election results.

I will look at the Psalm, then see how Jesus would have treated it, and then 
put it into our life here and today.

For the Psalmist the most important thing was to keep his first allegiance 
and trust in God. He wrote in exile. He knew princes who ruled, put in 
their policies, then died, followed by another prince, other policies, and 
their deaths. He knew that none ruled as God. He alone is “the creator of 
heaven and earth, the seas and the mountains.” He shows His faithfulness 
to His covenant. He executes justice, watches over the widow and the 
orphan, feeds the hungry and sets free the prisoner. No prince does that. 
This author knows these truths, remembers stories of them, and keeps his 
trust and praise for God alone.

When we move to Jesus and how He would use this Psalm, we remember 
that He too lived in a time of alien and hostile power. That was Rome, and 



their power abused the Jews and their faith. How did Jesus handle this? 
What was His wisdom for transforming His world? 

He certainly had alternatives—right with Him all the time. One of the 
twelve apostles was Matthew, the tax collector. His counsel was to keep the 
peace, get in step, work with the Roman authorities. Another apostle was 
Simon. He was referred to as “the Zealot.” His strategy would have been 
regime change--Find a leader, name the ills, galvanize the people, and lead 
the charge against the Romans.

Jesus has another way. His prescription for what we need seems to fall 
short. And the ways He advocates are well beyond our own powers. Not 
easy ones, entirely unexpected, hardly satisfying to the Jews. But His 
methods hold the seeds of change, the kernels of the kingdom of God that 
will last and will bring the peace of God. 

Do we think all we need is a template for recovery of righteous living? No. 
The ways of the kingdom of God are the ways of the Holy Spirit. The 
healing Jesus can bring come only through His people filled with the Holy 
Spirit for Holy Spirit courage, Holy Spirit wisdom, Holy Spirit patience, 
and Holy Spirit love. 

The call of the Church of Jesus Christ today is urgent and unique. Urgent 
for the destructive and toxic atmosphere we breathe and unique for apart 
from Christ we cannot fulfill our calling.

I had a letter to the editor published about ten days ago. My first and only 
one. The Times-Dispatch published it. I suggested the title, “The solution to 
all our ills.” Might as well be bold in my one letter! Actually, I was only 
addressing one problem—the ugly animosity in our land, the demeaning 
attitude that prevails towards those with whom we disagree. Probably 
every candidate bemoaned the same thing in their campaign. We know the 



place of real change lies with the church. Christ’s way is as simple as it is 
demanding.

We start with the Golden Rule. That tells me that if I want to make my view 
clear, I want to make sure everyone knows it, pays attention to it, absorbs 
it, sees its wisdom and is impressed. Then there is a way for that to happen. 
“Do unto others what you want them to do to you.” 

That means that if I want to be listened to and respected for my opinion, 
then I behave that way to others, yes—even and especially those with 
whom I disagree. So when I hear of another opinion and say, “How on 
earth did you ever get to that opinion? How could you think that?,” those 
are questions that deserve an answer.

Under the Golden Rule it goes like this: “Tell me how you arrived at that 
conclusion. Tell me why you see that as a positive way forward. I would 
like to know what goes into your analysis.” That opens a conversation 
between two people who love this country and who want it better and who 
have differing views of how to get there. But with their difference are 
respect, listening, understanding, and mutual love for our country.

“Pray for your enemies,” Jesus tells us. “Do good to those who persecute 
you. Love your enemies.” Hard, yes. Unexpected? Yes. Prevailing wisdom? 
No. But the power to heal? Yes. This means that our prayer lists ought to 
include people we disagree with. Put them on! And when you are 
misrepresented, trashed in an e-mail or conversation, and ridiculed, no 
retaliation. No like-spirited response. Love them, defend their right of 
opinion, show them respect.

“Blessed are the peacemakers.” There is a group of Senators who are called 
The Tuesday Club. They are Democrats and Republicans, conservatives 
and liberals. They are peacemakers. And they catch it from both sides. 



That’s what happens with peacemakers, but God bless them for their 
efforts. And any peacemaker will be treated the same way in today’s 
climate. But the seeds of the kingdom are sown by their patience and their 
love.

“Blessed are those who mourn.” This raised mourning from grief at the loss 
of a dear one to mourning the condition of our country. How can we not? 
We know the standards and the principles upon which this nation has its 
great foundations. And we see how we are acting today. Yes, we are 
mourners who look to the source of hope and healing.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” That is, God works through the humble, 
those who know their dependence on Him. When this reality permeates 
the followers of Jesus Christ, then God has His healing instrument. 

We are, after all, the church. We are not a caucus, are not ruled by votes and 
majorities. We do not shift in our allegiance according to who is in power 
this year. We are a divine institution, inhabited by the Holy Spirit, reflecting 
the divine influence. 

Consider the alternatives—life in our culture of adversaries and rock 
throwing. We have manufactured an environment of slop and sludge, and 
we can easily be mired in it. But if so, there are two things that inevitably 
happen to those whose feet are stuck there. First, you have soiled yourself. 
It is like what is said about bitterness: Bitterness is poison I take to make 
another person sick. Being mired in the sludge soils your own soul. 

And second, all who stay there forfeit the right to complain of the 
divisiveness in our land. Those who grouse about our toxic atmosphere 
and stay mired, they stay there and may not speak of unity.  For rather than 
being part of the solution, they are in deep.



This congregation knows the stress of today’s politics—not the differences 
of opinions. That is always the case. The stresses come from attitudes about 
differences. This church has known pain and loss from this.  How does this 
happen? Easily and so casually: speaking your opinion as if everyone 
shares it; or speaking it knowing some don’t but not caring to be respectful; 
having coffee afterwards with a bit of gloat at developments in 
Washington, or coffee with despondency; e-mails and conversation that 
mischaracterize those who are not in agreement; and not bothering to be 
accurate or fair. 

When this is the case, the way forward is repentance and meditation on the 
Sermon on the Mount, for that is where these quotations come from, 
Matthew chapter 5.

Let me conclude with the story of Daniel in the Lions’ Den. Daniel stood 
out from those in his foreign culture. He literally stood out, making sure 
others saw he did not bow to the foreign gods. Darius warned him that this 
would bring the lions’ den, and Daniel did not shrink back. The morning 
after he entered the den, Darius went and was thrilled to learn that Daniel 
had survived. He made a decree that the God of Daniel was his God and 
was to be the God of the realm.

We are to be like Daniel. Jesus calls us “salt” and “light.”  Salt because we 
preserve the virtues of our country and keep them active; light because we 
display the ways of the kingdom by how we love one another and execute 
respect and understanding. Then the seeds of the kingdom and the power 
of God’s ways will have an impact on our land. Then we maintain our first 
allegiance to the God who created all things and rules according to the 
grace of His covenant. 



I usually close with a prayer. Please join with me in this great prayer for 
our country from the Book of Common Prayer:

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage; 
We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a 
people mindful of thy favour and glad to do thy will. Bless our land 
with honourable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save 
us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogancy, 
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one 
united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds 
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy 
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be 
justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, 
we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the 
time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day 
of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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